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massacres It was not likely, however, that such an out-
break as that of September, 1792, would occur again, and the
operations of the Revolutionary Tribunal were intended by
the organizers of the Terror to frighten the people of Paris and
of France into acquiescence in the rule of the Great Committee,
by showing them that the result of being suspected or
denounced would be not merely a detention in a prison, but
very possibly rapid judgment and summary execution. The
first organization of this redoubtable tribunal, and the report
of Lesage, which laid down the rules to govern its powers and
procedure, have been already alluded to;1 its further develop-
ment is now to be examined. Directly after the overthrow of
the Girondins, the superintending committee of six deputies
of the Convention was abolished and a new jury elected; on
July 2 it was decreed that the jurors should be paid eighteen
livres a day; on July 24 the number of judges was increased
to seven, and on July 30 to ten; on which day also it was
decided that the jurors should be increased to thirty, and the
court divided into two sections with equal powers. Montane*
was on the same day removed from the post of president as
a moderate and a friend of the Girondins; and during the
month of August, Dobsent and Coffinhal were elected among
the new judges, and Herman as president of one of the
sections. On September 5, when the Great Committee of
Public Safety was firmly fixed in power, Merlin of Douai
brought up the decree, which regulated the Tribunal until the
law of 22 Prairial. By it the Tribunal was divided into four
sections, and was to consist of sixteen judges and sixty jurors,
assisted by a public accuser and five substitutes.

On September 28, 1793, the new officials were elected. It
is not necessary to name them all, but a few of the most
famous ought not to be passed over. Martial Joseph Armand
Herman,2 who was elected President of the Tribunal, was, like
&o many men conspicuous in the Kevolution, a native of
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